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SCIENCE AND THOUGHT IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 


By Lynn Thorndike 


A new picture is given of the fifteenth century by use of unpublished manuscript materials, by searching 
criticism of previous estimates and by a varied method of approach from the different avenues of scholasti- 
cism and humanism, philosophy and natural science, law and political thought, medicine and surgery, geog- 
raphy and mathematics. The work is fully documented and presents numerous extracts from the original 
texts, including two complete treatises on the Platonic ideas by Niccold da Foligno, now published for the 
first time. Altogether the volume is a fresh and scholarly exposition which will be of interest to every student 
of the period of the Italian Renaissance or of the history of medicine, of speculative philosophy and of experi- 


mental science. 


Price, $4.75 


THE ORIGINS OF THE DRUZE PEOPLE AND RELIGION 
WITH EXTRACTS FROM THEIR SACRED WRITINGS 


By Philip K. Hitti 


This is the first scholarly attempt to determine the basic dogmas 
and tenets of belief of a unique, secret Oriental sect, and to trace 
them back, through Mohammedan channels, into Judaeo-Christian, 
Neo-Platonic, Gnostic and Manichean sources. After a brief pre- 
sentation of the racial and historical background of the Druze 
people — from the time they figured first in the period of the Cru- 
sades down to their recent armed uprising against the French man- 
date in Syria, — their theology with its deification of al-Hakim and 
his Five Ministers, and its emphasis on Prophetic Succession is out- 
lined. This is followed by a discussion of their esoteric and mystical 
interpretation of the Koran, the Cult of the Calf, their belief in trans- 
migration of souls, predestination, dissimulation and the seven moral 
precepts of Hamzah. The Appendix includes six extracts from their 
sacred writings most of which have never appeared before in any 
European language. Even in Arabic, the originals are almost in- 
accessible. 

The author drew his material from first-hand contact with the 
Druzes in Lebanon and from their sacred manuscripts which they 
jealously guard. Price $2.00 


OTTO OF FREISING: THE TWO CITIES 
Translated by Charles C. Mierow 


“The Two Cities, A Chronicle of Universal History to the year 
1146,” by Bishop Otto of Freising is a book of unusual interest from 
several points of view. As a philosophy of history, it shows the in- 
fluence of the De Civitate Dei of St. Augustine and traces the conflict 
between the principles of good and evil from the birth of Cain and 
Abel, prototypes of the City of Earth and Heavenly City, down to 
the author’s own day, — hence the title of the book referring to the 
earthly Babylon and the heavenly Jerusalem. For the period con- 
temporaneous with his own life, Bishop Otto, the grandson of the 
Emperor Henry IV, half-brother of Conrad III and uncle of the 
Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, was naturally peculiarly qualified to 
write from first-hand knowledge of affairs of state. As a historian, 
Otto of Freising is universally recognized as the author of the most 
celebrated works of German historical writing of the middle ages and 
his book is characterized by Hauck as “the first presentation of uni- 
versal history that possesses the unity of a work of art.” This vol- 
ume contains the first complete translation of the Chronicle of 
Bishop Otto of Freising that has appeared in any modern language 
and has an introduction of approximately seventy-five pages and a 
full commentary in the form of footnotes. Price $10.00 


AN ARAB-SYRIAN GENTLEMAN AND WARRIOR 
IN THE PERIOD OF THE CRUSADES: MEMOIRS 
OF USAMAH IBN-MUNQIDH 


Translated by Philip K. Hitti 


Usamah was a warrior, a hunter, a gentleman and a poet who so- 
journed in the courts of the Fatimite caliph in Cairo, of Saladin in 
Damascus and of Zanki in al-Mawsil. His Memoirs, of which only 
one copy is preserved in the Escurial, Spain, open before us a wide 
and new vista into mediaeval times and constitute an invaluable con- 
tribution to our knowledge of Arab-Syrian culture in itself and in its 
relation to Western thought and practice. 

Usa&mah gives us a first-hand description of some of the battles in 
which he took part in the defence of his castle, Shayzar, against the 
Franks and native enemies. He then devotes a section to rare anec- 
dotes, more delectable than which can be found nowhere in Arabic 
Literature, and closes with another on falconry as practiced in Syria, 
Egypt and Mesopotamia. Long paragraphs are devoted to his im- 
pressions of the character of the Franks and their methods of medi- 
cation and judicial procedure. In their simplicity of narrative, 
dignity and wealth of contents and general human interest, these 
Memoirs stand unexcelled in the literature of the Crusades. They 
acquaint us with the Syrian methods of warfare, hawking and medi- 
cation and usher us into the intimacies of Moslem court life as well as 
private home life. Price $4.50 


SOURCES FOR THE EARLY HISTORY OF IRELAND 
By James F. Kenney 


Volume I 


This is a timely and much needed volume. It is more than a bib- 
liography. The first chapter gives in broad synthesis the history of 
historical writing in Ireland from early times to the present. The 
succeeding chapters present the ecclesiastical sources for the history 
of the island from earliest times to about 1170. The author analyzes 
and discusses the sources, both in manuscript and published form, 
and offers critical guidance to the literature of the subject. Much 
careful work has gone into the unhurried preparation of the volume. 
It possesses literary charm as well as accuracy in listing and evaluat- 
ing the enormous mass of material collected by the authors, 

It may confidently be stated that the work will prove an indis- 
pensable guide to anyone wishing to study any aspect of Irish history 
during the early Middle Ages. When complete it will include a 
second volume discussing the secular sources of early Irish history. 

Price $0.00 
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OCIETE D’EDITION “LES BELLES LETTRES” 
95, Boulevard Raspail PARIS (VI°) 


Sous le patronage de |’Association GuILLAUME BupE la Société 
d’Edition “Les Beties Lerrres” publie la 


COLLECTION DES UNIVERSITES 
DE FRANCE 


qui comprendra les ceuvres de tous les auteurs grecs et latins et 
dont plus de cent cinquante volumes ont déja paru. 


Elle publiera prochainement, sous les auspices de la méme Asso- 
ciation, une 


COLLECTION LATINE DU 
MOYEN-AGE 


qui sera composée d’ceuvres dramatiques, de romans, de poésies lyri- 
ques, d’ceuvres de philosophie et de morale et qui sera inaugurée par 


LA COMEDIE LATINE AU MOYEN-AGE 


(EN DEUX VOLUMES) 


sous la direction de M. G. Conen, Professeur 4 la Faculté des 
Lettres de Paris. 


Enfin la Société d’Edition ““Les Lerrres”’ publie sous 
le patronage de |’Association GUILLAUME BupE une 


NOUVELLE COLLECTION 
DE TEXTES ET DOCUMENTS 
dans laquelle ont déja paru: 
GLOSSARIA LATINA 
Iussu Academiae Britannicae edita 


Vol. I (Glossarium-Ansileubi sive librum Glossarum) 
Vol. II (Arma, Abavus, Philoxenus) Vol. III (Abstrusa, Abolitus) 
et dans laquelle paraitra prochainement 
Vol. IV (Festus, Placidus) 


The Editors of Speculum wish to obtain complete 
sets or single copies of Speculum, Vol. 1 (1926). The 
sale of this volume has for some time been restricted 
to libraries. Yet even with this restriction the small 
stock now available, unless replenished, will soon 
be exhausted. If any reader knows of a set or of 
any single copies of this volume which might be 
obtainable, will he kindly communicate with the 
Executive Secretary, 


The Mediaeval Academy of America 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Second Edition Now Ready 


FOUNDERS OF THE 
MIDDLE AGES 


By EDWARD KENNARD RAND 


This volume, readable, authoritative, seriously concerned with 
both tradition and progress, fills an important place. — Christian 
Leader. @ No patristic scholar, no one interested in the thought of 
the middle Ages, no modern educator interested in the real roots 
of modern culture can fail to profit from a perusal of this book. — 
Catholic Historical Review. (, This is an illuminating and delight- 


ful book. — The New Republic. 
$4.00 a copy 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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NEWEST CATALOGUES 


No. 585 Periodica I: History and Accessory Sciences 695 items 
586 America: Ethnology and Linguistic 901 
587 South- and Central-America 1722 
588 Australia and Australasia 740 
589 Saxonica 1527 
590 Genealogy and Heraldry 1068 
591 Manuscripts, Incunabula and new acquisitions 1060 
592 Eastern Asia 1096 
593 Cartography 1534 
594 Pamphlets. Relations Broad-sheet print 

in preparation about 1200 


Catalogues will be sent free of charge on application 
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LEIPZIG Ci « #« #« KOENIGSTRASSE 29 


E. P. GOLDSCHMIDT & CO. Lr. 


45, Old Bond Street, London W.1. 
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ORIGINAL EDITIONS OF MEDIAEVAL TEXTS 
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